Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 0 1 TEL AV 1 0872 201 427Z 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 
INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-Ol NSC-05 SS-15 STR-05 
CEA-01 /091 W 

106251 201500Z/42 

R 201301Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 049 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 10872 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: IS, ETRD 

SUBJECT: ISRAEL MERCHANDISE IMPORTS JANUARY-NOVEMBER 1977 
REF: TEL AVIV 10650 

1 . THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF STATISTICS HAS RELEASED ITS 
PRELIMINARY FIGURES FOR JANUARY-NOVEMBER NON DEFENSE 
IMPORTS (CIF) AND TRADE DEFICIT. THE TOTAL VALUE OF 
JANUARY-NOVEMBER IMPORTS, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE 
REVISION OF PREVIOUS MONTHS DATA, IS $4,230.8 MILLION, 

UP 14.1 PERCENT FROM THE VALUE OF IMPORTS IN THE SAME 
PERIOD IN 1976. THE MERCHANDISE TRADE DEFICIT THROUGH 
NOVEMBER NOW STANDS AT $1,645.6 MILLION, SLIGHTLY BELOW 
LAST YEAR'S DEFICIT OF $1,675.2 MILLION FOR THE SAME 
PERIOD. THE VLUE OF EXPORTS (FOB) THROUGH NOVEMBER 
(SEE REFTEL) HAS BEEN REESTIMATED AT $2,585.2 MILLION, 

A 26 PERCENT INCREASE OVER THE 1976 JANUARY-NOVEMBER 
FIGURE. 

2. THE SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT ON THE 1977 CURRENT 
ACCOUNT DEFICIT IS DUE TO GAINS IN THE SERVICES ACCOUNT 
AND THE REDUCTION IN DIRECT DEFENSE IMPORTS. 
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